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Defined narrowly, epistemology is the study of knowlédge and justified belief. As the
study of knowledge, epistemology is concerned with the following questions: What
are the necessary and sufficient conditions of knbwledge? And what are the limits of
knowledge? Also, as the study of justified belief, epistemology aims to answer
questions such as: How we are to understand the concept of justification? What makes

justified beliefs justified? Is justification internal or external to one’s own mind?

Understood more broadly, epistemology is about issues having to do with the creation
and dissemination of knowledge.
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Demarcations of science from pseudosciénce can be made for both theoretical and
practical reasons. From a theoretical point of view, the demarcation issue is an
illuminating perspective that contributes to the philosophy of science in the same way
that the study of fallacies contributes to the study of informal logic and rational
argumentation. From a practical point of view, the distinction is important for decision
guidance in both private and public life. Since science is our most reliable source of
knowledge in a wide variety of areas, we need to distinguish scientific knowledge
from its look-alikes. Due to the high status of science in present-day society, attempts
to exaggerate the scientific status of various claims, teachings, and products are
common enough to make the demarcation issue pressing in many areas. |
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| (1) 4518 %8 (argument) i % — 48 & % (conclusion)

(2) #%—1EF%K & #&1F 4 (material conditional) & AT4F (aptec'edent) 48 4%
(consequent) & B4 > Ri4&{F 4 B1E -
3) %-‘fzﬂ.%ﬁéj;%,%-—&éﬁ(inconsistent) » 3BT AR

W~ AL TR ‘Jﬁ%m%at*k.ﬁ(predwate logic) P 43E4) (2% * THETE
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(4) BAE—BEEHLE—BTEAFR -
(No positive integer is larger than every prime number).
(Domain: F &% » Pux 2 E# » Lyy:xtbhy X)

(5) FARRERE—EHET
(There is a farmer who owns only one donkey)

(Domam iR AT FoxZREEX. Dux REHTF o Oxyix A J’)

> HH T 7R 183E 4 & 5 B8 ¥ A (logically equivalent) » BRAES (G 2)
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